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NON-FINAL REJECTION 
(Paper#12/13/2004) 

ABSTRACT OBJECTION 

1. The abstract is objected to because it does not enclose cited references figures in 
parenthesis. 

DRAWINGS 

1 . This apphcation has been filed with drawings that are considered infonnal; however, said 
drawings are acceptable for examination and publication purposes. The review process for 
drawings that are included with applications on filing has been modified in view of the new 
requirement to publish applications at eighteen months after the filing date of applications, or any 
priority date claimed under 35 U.S.C. §§1 19, 120, 121, or 365. 

CLAIM OBJECTIONS— Inferential claiming 

2. Claims 10 & 1 1 objected to because of inferential claiming. There is no antecedent basis 
for the elements of "the prescribed entry-accepting period" or "the entry-accepting period. . . 

3. Claims 12 & 13 are objected to because of inferential claiming. There is no antecedent 
basis for the elements of "the monetary or material prizes. ..." in said claims. 



Serial Number: 09/869,969 (Fujino) 
Art Unit: 3622 



CLAIM REJECTION - 35 U.S.C- §103( a ) 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. § 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the 
invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between 
the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter 
pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner 
in which the invention was made. 



Serial Number: 09/869,969 (Fujino) 4 

Art Unit: 3622 

4. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over Sak 
1999NL-1012128 (Pub. Date: November 23, 2000; DERWENT) (herein referred to as 
<"Sak"). 

As per claim 1, Sak (page 1) discloses: ''Network system and software for 
playing computer game via Internet or infranet, awards prizes to individuals 
chosen at random from all players. " 

The Examiner interprets this disclosure as showing: "A prize contest 
system ... on an Intemet web page for . . . the number of visitors to the web 
page, wherein the web page is set as the object of the prize contest and a selection 
number is determined based on the count. ..." 

Sak lacks an explicit verbatim recital of: . "A prize contest system 
employing an access counter . . . and a selection number is determined based on 
the count of the access counter at a predetermined date and time." 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention that the above cited disclosure of Sak cited above implicitly shows 
"A prize contest system employing an access counter . . . and a selection number is 
determined based on the count of the access counter at a predetermined date and 
time. . . ." and it would have been obvious to modify and interpret the disclosure of 
Sak cited above as impUcitly showing "A prize contest system enploying an 
access coimter . . . and a selection number is determined based on the count of the 
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access counter at a predetermined date and time. . . because modification and 
interpretation of the cited disclosure of Sak would have provided means where 
''the identity and . . . records of every player are stored in a database . , . at the 
server. . . (see Sak (page 1), based on the motivation to modify Sak so that ''At 
intervals, the server makes random selections from all registered players. The 
selected players are awarded prized. " (see Sak (page 2). 

As per claim 2, Sak (page 1) discloses: "Network system and software for 
playing computer game via Internet or infranet, awards prizes to individuals 
chosen at random from all players. 

The Examiner interprets this disclosure as showing: "A prize contest 
system ... on an Internet web page for . , . the nimiber of visitors to the web 
page, wherein the web page is set as the object of the prize contest and a selection 
number is determined based on . . . the count. ..." 

Sak lacks an explicit verbatim recital of: "A prize contest system 
employing an access counter . . . and a selection number is determined based on 
one or more digits in the count of the access counter at a predetermined date and 
time." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concepts and the advantages of: "A 
prize contest system enploying an access counter . . . and a selection number is 
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determined based on one or more digits in the count of the access counter at a 
predetermined date and time. ..." were notoriously well known and expected in 
the art at the time of the invention because and it would have been obvious to 
modify and interpret the disclosure of Sak cited above as inplicitly showing: 
"A prize contest system employing an access counter . . . and a selection number 
is determined based on one or more digits in the count of the access counter at a 
predetermined date and time. . . because modification and interpretation of the 
cited disclosure of Sak would have provided means where 'Hhe identity and . . . 
records of every player are stored in a database . . . at the server. . . (see Sak 
(page 1), based on the motivation to modify Sak so that ''At intervals, the server 
makes random selections from all registered players. The selected players are 
awarded prized. " (see Sak (page 2). 

As per claim 3, Sak (page 1) discloses: "Network system and software for 
playing computer game via Internet or infranet, awards prizes to individuals 
chosen at random from all players. " 

The Examiner interprets this disclosure as showing: "A prize contest 
system ... on an Intemet web page for . . . the number of visitors to the web 
page, wherein the web page is set as the object of the prize contest and a selection 
number is determined based on . , . the count. ..." 
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Sak lacks an explicit verbatim recital of: "A prize contest system 
employing an access counter . . . and a selection number is determined based on 
one or more low-order digits in the count of the access counter at a predetermined 
date and time." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concepts and the advantages of "A 
prize contest system employing an access counter . . . and a selection number is 
determined based on one or more low-order digits in the count of the access 
counter at a predetermined date and time. ..." were notoriously well known and 
expected in the art at the time of the invention because and it would have been 
obvious to modify and interpret the disclosure of Sak cited above as 
implicitly showing: "A prize contest system employing an access counter . , . and a 
selection number is determined based on one or more low-order digits in the 
count of the access counter at a predetermined date and time. . . .", because 
modification and interpretation of the cited disclosure of Sak would have provided 
means where ''the identity and . . . records of every player are stored in a 
database . . . at the server. . . (see Sak (page 1), based on the motivation to 
modify Sak so that ''At intervals, the server makes random selections from all 
registered players. The selected players are awarded prized, " (see Sak (page 2). 
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As per claim 4, Sak (page 1) discloses: '^Network system and software for 
playing computer game via Internet or infranet, awards prizes to individuals 
chosen at random from all players. " 

Sak (page 2) discloses: ''At intervals, the server makes random selections 
form all registered players. The selected players are awarded prized. " 

Sak (page 1) discloses: ''the identity and . . . records of every player are 
stored in a database . . . at the server. ..." 

The Examiner interprets the disclosures as showing: "A prize contest 
system ... on an Internet web page for . . . the number of visitors to the web page 
. . . means for determining a selection number based on the count ... on the 
specified web page at a predetermined date and time; and means for receiving 
records of participants in the contest and the selection number the participants 
have predicted." 

Sak lacks an expUcit verbatim recital of: "A prize contest system 
employing an access counter . . . means for specifying the web page of a compzny 
sponsoring the contest ... the count of the access counter on the specified web 
page " 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention that the above cited disclosure of Sak cited above implicitly shows 
"A prize contest system employing an access counter . . . means for specifying the 
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web page of a company sponsoring the contest . . . the count of the access counter 
on the specified web page. . . ."; and it would have been obvious to modify and 
interpret the disclosure of Sak cited above as implicitly showing "A prize 
contest system employing an access counter on an Internet web page for counting 
the number of visitors to the web page, the system comprising: means for 
specifying the web page of a company sponsoring the contest; means for 
determining a selection number based on the count of the access counter on the 
specified web page at a predetermined date and time; and means for receiving 
records of participants in the contest and the selection number the participants 
have predicted. . . because modification and interpretation of the cited 
disclosure of Sak would have provided means where ''the identity and . . . 
records of every player are stored in a database . . . at the server. . . (see Sak 
(page 1), based on the motivation to modify Sak so that ''At intervals, the server 
makes random selections from all registered players. The selected players are 
awarded prized. (see Sak (page 2). 



Claim 5 is rejected for at least substantially the same reasons as the reasons 
for rejecting claims 2 and 4. 
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Claim 6 is rejected for at least substantially the same reasons as the reasons 
for rejecting claims 3 and 4. 

As per claim 7, Sak shows the system of claim 4. 

Sak (page 1) discloses: "Network system and software for playing 
computer game via Internet or infranet, awards prizes to individuals chosen at 
random from all players. " 

The Examiner interprets this disclosure as implicitly showing: "a prize 
contest system . . , [and a] company serving as the sponsor for the prize 
contest. ..." 

Sak lacks an explicit verbatim recital of: "a prize contest system 
employing an access counter . . . wherein the company serving as the sponsor 
for the prize contest is changed after a prescribed entry-accepting period." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concepts and the advantages of: "a 
prize contest system employing an access counter . . . wherein the company 
serving as the sponsor for the prize contest is changed after a prescribed 
entry-accepting period. . . " were notoriously well known and expected in the art 
at the time of the invention because and it would have been obvious to modify and 
interpret the disclosure of Sak cited above as impUcitly showing: "a prize 
contest system employing an access counter . , . wherein the company serving as 
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the sponsor for the prize contest is changed after a prescribed entry-accepting 
period. . , because modification and interpretation of the cited disclosure of 
Sak would have provided means where ''the identity and . . . records of every 
player are stored in a database . . . at the server . . (see Sak (page 1), based on 
the motivation to modify Sak so that ''At intervals, the server makes random 
selections from all registered players. The selected players are awarded prized. " 
(see Sak (page 2). 

As per claim 8, Sak shows the system of claim 4. 

Sak (page 1) discloses: "Network system and software for picking 
computer game via Internet or infranet, awards prizes to individuals chosen at 
random from all players. " 

The Examiner interprets this disclosure as implicitly showing: "a prize 
contest system. ..." 

Sak lacks an expUcit verbatim recital of: "a prize contest system 
employing an access counter ... a counter numbers center for disclosing rules of 
the contest on the Internet and for recording predictions of the selection number 
received via the Internet from participants in the contest." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concepts and the advantages of: "a 
prize contest system employing an access counter ... a counter numbers center 
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for disclosing rules of the contest on the Internet and for recording predictions of 
the selection number received via the Internet from participants in the contest. . . 
were notoriously well known and expected in the art at the time of the invention 
because and it would have been obvious to modify and interpret the disclosure 
of Sak cited above as implicitly showing: "a prize contest system employing 
an access coimter ... a counter numbers center for disclosing rules of the contest 
on the Internet and for recording predictions of the selection number received via 
the Internet from participants in the contest, . , because modification and 
interpretation of the cited disclosure of Sak would have provided means where 
'Hhe identity and . . . records of every player are stored in a database , . . at the 
server. . . (see Sak (page 1), based on the motivation to modify Sak so that ''At 
intervals, the server makes random selections from all registered players. The 
selected players are awarded prized. (see Sak (page 2). 

As per claim 9, Sak shows the system of claim 8. 

Sak (page 1) discloses: ''Network system and software for playing 
computer game via Internet or infranet, awards prizes to individuals chosen at 
random from all players. " 

The Examiner interprets this disclosure as implicitly showing: "a prize 
contest system. ..." 
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Sak lacks an explicit verbatim recital of: "a prize contest system 
employing an access counter . . . wherein monetary or material prizes are awarded 
to winners of the contest only when the winners step forward and claim their prize 
from the counter numbers center." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concepts and the advantages of: "a 
prize contest system employing an access counter . . . wherein monetary or 
material prizes are awarded to winners of the contest only when the winners :Step 
forward and claim their prize from the counter numbers center. ..." were 
notoriously well known and expected in the art at the time of the invention because 
and it would have been obvious to modify and interpret the disclosure of Sak 
cited above as implicitly showing: "a prize contest system employing an access 
counter . . . wherein monetary or material prizes are awarded to winners of the 
contest only when the winners step forward and claim their prize from the counter 
numbers center. . . ,", because modification and interpretation of the cited 
disclosure of Sak would have provided means where ''the identity and . . . 
records of every player are stored in a database , , , at the server. . . (see Sak 
(page 1), based on the motivation to modify Sak so that ''At intervals, the server 
makes random selections from all registered players. The selected players are 
awarded prized. (see Sak (page 2). 
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As per claim 10, Sak shows the system of claim 8. 

Sak (page 1) discloses: ''Network system and software for playing 
computer game via Internet or infranet, awards prizes to individuals chosen at 
random from all players. " 

The Examiner interprets this disclosure as impUcitly showing: "a prize 
contest system. ..." 

Sak lacks an explicit verbatim recital of: "a prize contest system 
employing an access counter . . . wherein a web server operated by the counter 
numbers center comprises: means for disclosing rules of the contest on a web 
page; means for receiving predictions of the selection number via the Intemet 
during the[sic] prescribed entry-accepting period; means for reading the count of 
the access counter on the web page operated by the sponsor at the predetermined 
time after the entry-accepting period and for determining the selection number 
based on the count; and means for announcing the selection number on the web 
page." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concepts and the advantages of: "a 
prize contest system employing an access counter . . . wherein a web server 
operated by the counter numbers center comprises: means for disclosing rules of 
the contest on a web page; means for receiving predictions of the selection number 
via the Intemet during the[sic] prescribed entry-accepting period; means for 
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reading the count of the access counter on the web page operated by the sponsor 
at the predetermined time after the entry-accepting period and for determining the 
selection number based on the count; and means for announcing the selection 
number on the web page. . . were notoriously well known and expected in the 
art at the time of the invention because and it would have been obvious to modify 
and interpret the disclosure of Sak cited above as implicitly showing: "a prize 
contest system employing an access counter . . . wherein a web server operated 
by the counter numbers center comprises: means for disclosing rules of the contest 
on a web page; means for receiving predictions of the selection number via the 
Internet during the[sic] prescribed entry-accepting period; means for reading the 
count of the access counter on the web page operated by the sponsor at the 
predetermined time after the entry-accepting period and for determining the 
selection number based on the count; and means for announcing the selection 
number on the web page. . . because modification and interpretation of the 
cited disclosure of Sak would have provided means where ''the identity and , . . 
records of every player are stored in a database . . . at the server . . (see Sak 
(page 1), based on the motivation to modify Sak so that ''At intervals, the server 
makes random selections from all registered players. The selected players are 
awarded prized, " (see Sak (page 2). 
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As per claim 1 1 , Sak shows the system of claim 8. 

Sak (page 1) discloses: ''Network system and software for playing 
computer game via Internet or infranet, awards prizes to individuals chosen at 
random from all players, " 

The Examiner interprets this disclosure as implicitly showing: "a prize 
contest system. ..." 

Sak lacks an explicit verbatim recital of: "a prize contest system 
employing an access counter . . . wherein a web server operated by the counter 
numbers center comprises: means for disclosing rules of the contest on a web 
page; means for notifying via e-mail participants registered for an e-mail magazine 
regarding the rules of the contest; means for receiving predictions of the selection 
number via the Intemet during the[sic] prescribed entry-accepting period; means 
for reading the count of the access counter on the web page operated by the 
sponsor at the predetermined time after the entry-accepting period and for 
determining the selection number based on the count; and means for notifying via 
e-mail participants registered for the e-mail magazine of the selection number; 
[and] means for announcing the selection number on the web page." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concepts and the advantages of: "a 
prize contest system employing an access counter . . . wherein a web server 
operated by the counter numbers center comprises: means for disclosing rules of 
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the contest on a web page; means for notifying via e-mail participants registered 
for an e-mail magazine regarding the rules of the contest; means for receiving 
predictions of the selection number via the Internet during the[sic] prescribed 
entry-accepting period; means for reading the count of the access counter on the 
web page operated by the sponsor at the predetermined time after the entry- 
accepting period and for determining the selection number based on the count; and 
means for notifying via e-mail participants registered for the e-mail magazine of the 
selection number; [and] means for announcing the selection number on the web 
page. . . ." were notoriously well known and expected in the art at the time of the 
invention because and it would have been obvious to modify and interpret the 
disclosure of Sak cited above as implicitly showing: "a prize contest system 
employing an access counter . . . wherein a web server operated by the counter 
numbers center comprises: means for disclosing rules of the contest on a web 
page; means for notifying via e-mail participants registered for an e-mail magazine 
regarding the rules of the contest; means for receiving predictions of the selection 
number via the Internet during the[sic] prescribed entry-accepting period; means 
for reading the count of the access counter on the web page operated by the 
sponsor at the predetermined time after the entry-accepting period and for 
determining the selection number based on the count; and means for notifying via 
e-mail participants registered for the e-mail magazine of the selection number; 
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[and] means for announcing the selection number on the web page. . . because 
modification and interpretation of the cited disclosure of Sak would have provided 
means where ''the identity and . . . records of every player are stored in a 
database . . . at the server. . . (see (page 1), based on the motivation to 
modify Sak so that ''At intervals, the server makes random selections from all 
registered players. The selected players are awarded prized. " (see Sak (page 2). 

As per claim 12, Sak shows the system of claim 1 . 

Sak (page 1) discloses: "Network system and software for playing 
computer game via Internet or infranet, awards prizes to individuals chosen at 
random from all players. " 

The Examiner interprets this disclosure as implicitly showing: "a prize 
contest system. ..." 

Sak lacks an explicit verbatim recital of: "a prize contest system 
employing an access counter . . . wherein the monetary or material prizes are 
carried over to the next prize contest when there are no winners or when the 
winners do not come forward to accept their prizes," 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concepts and the advantages of "a 
prize contest system employing an access counter . . . wherein the monetary or 
material prizes are carried over to the next prize contest when there are no winners 
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or when the winners do not come forward to accept their prizes. . . were 
notoriously well known and expected in the art at the time of the invention because 
and it would have been obvious to modify and interpret the disclosure of Sak 
cited above as implicitly showing: "a prize contest system employing an access 
counter . . . wherein the monetary or material prizes are carried over to the next 
prize contest when there are no winners or when the winners do not come forward 
to accept their prizes. . . because modification and interpretation of the cited 
disclosure of Sak would have provided means where ''the identity and . . . 
records of every player are stored in a database , , , at the server. , . (see Sak 
(page 1), based on the motivation to modify Sak so that ''At intervals, the server 
makes random selections from all registered players. The selected players are 
awarded prized. " (see Sak (page 2), 

As per claim 13, Sak shows the system of claim 1. 

Sak (page 1) discloses: "Network system and software for playing 
computer game via Internet or infranet, awards prizes to individuals chosen at 
random from all players. " 

The Examiner interprets this disclosure as implicitly showing: "a prize 
contest system. . , 
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Sak lacks an explicit verbatim recital of: "a prize contest system 
enq)loying an access counter . . . wherein the monetary or material prizes are 
divided among the winners when there is plurality of winners." 

"OflBcial Notice" is taken that both the concepts and the advantages of "a 
prize contest system employing an access counter . . . wherein the monetary or 
material prizes are divided among the winners when there is plurality of 
winners. . . " were notoriously well known and expected in the art at the time of 
the invention because and it would have been obvious to modify and interpret the 
disclosure of Sak cited above as implicitly showing: "a prize contest system 
employing an access counter . . . wherein the monetary or material prizes are 
divided among the winners when there is plurality of winners. . . .", because 
modification and interpretation of the cited disclosure of Sak would have provided 
means where ''the identity and . . . records of every player are stored in a 
database . . , at the server, . . (see Sak (page 1), based on the motivation to 
modify Sak so that ''At intervals, the server makes random selections from all 
registered players. The selected players are awarded prized, (see Sak (page 2). 

CONCLUSION 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
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Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Any response to this action may be sent via facsimile to either: 

(703) 746-7239 or (703) 872-9314 (for fomial communications EXPEDITED PROCEDURE) or 

(703) 746-7239 (for formal communications marked AFTER-FINAL) or 

(703) 746-7240 (for informal communications marked PROPOSED or DRAFT). 

Hand deUvered responses may be brought to: 

Seventh floor Receptionist 
Crystal Park V 
2451 Crystal Drive 
Arlington, Virginia. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earher communications from the examiner 
should be directed to John L. Young who may be reached via telephone at (703) 305-3801 . The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday between 8:30 A.M. and 5:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are imsuccessful, the examinees supervisor, 
Eric Stamber, may be reached at (703) 305-8469. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this apphcation or proceeding 




December 13, 2004 



